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prayer under a pepper tree
tres
five accounts of a spiritual manifestation
seven year old
1920
21
210 david 0 mckay then a forty
fortysevenyearold
192021
in 1920210
apostle toured the missions of the church beginning with japan
he dedicated the land of china for the preaching of the gospel
to salt lake city for the
visited hawaii returned briefly
lund and then continued through
funeral of president anthon H new
nov
nev zealand india and europe
he
the south pacific australia now
was accompanied on this year
long tour by hugh J cannon
yearlong
president of liberty stake and a member of the deseret union
sunday school general board of which president mckay was general
superintendent
among the many remarkable spiritual manifestations that
occurred during this world tour was a virtually unique event
during the thirtysix
thirty six hours they spent on maui returning to
maui in 1955
1956 president mckay reported and reinacted
rein acted this
pulehu chapel for his party of
experience on the grounds of the pulphu
forty four he first told his party of george Q cannons
experience in being led by the spirit to jonatana
Jon atana H napela
resulting in the first baptism and the organization of the first
branch of the church in hawaii he then recalled the visit that
we became
bho
he and hugh J cannon had paid to bhe
tho
the site in 1921
very much impressed with the surroundings association and
spiritual significance of the occasion he remembered and felt

I express grateful appreciation to david lawrence mckay and
mckay for permission to use the typescripts in
mildred calderwood makay
1920 21 tour of world
of president mckays 192021
their possession
missions to george richards cannon and alice cannon hicken for
sharing material about their father hugh J cannon to alice
barrett smith and donald E smith for interest in this project and
assistance with smith family materials to carol hurst briggs and
bailey
dailey who generously allowed me access to
especially cleo hurst railey
ralley
grandfathers personal papers and photographs
greatgrandfathers
her father and great
to members of david keola kailimais
mails family who responded to
Kaili nalls
yuke carr gail
gerianne Mo
Xo
telephone interviews
momilani
xomilani
lai
milani
pilialoha kailimai kapuni abigail kailimai kailimai and
who also supplied
especially larraine hoemi
boemi kailimai carr
genealogical information D arthur haycock for his personal
reminiscences about president mckays 1955 retelling of this event
and for his recollections of david keola kailimai to R lanier
britsch for responding generously with bibliographic assistance to
the staff of the LDS historical department archives particularly
ron watt and ron barney and to mrs leone doxey for searching her
husbands new zealand papers
1
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popper tree
pepper
treo that had
impressed to offer a prayer under the old poppee
ged
qed four of the men present
arranged
an the site for years he arran
stood on
as the other individuals in the original party had stood then
continued
we all had our eyes closed and
1I offered the prayer
we
As
gathering
very
waa
was
inspirational
a
van
vaa
vas
started to
it
koola
walk away at the conclusion of the prayer brother keola
reola
kailimai took brother ER wesley smith to the side and very
began talking to him
bin in hawaiian
hia
hla
earnestly bogan
brother E
baldr
makay do you know what brother
wesley smith saidl
bald
baid
said brother mckay
1I answer
answered
brother kailimai
kailimai has told me
edl no
pray ing
inq and we all had our eyes
said that while you were praying
closed he saw two men who he thought were hugh J cannon
stop out of line in front of us and
and EZ wesley smith step
shake hands with someone and he wondered why brother cannon
vo were pray
ing
inq
praying
and brother smith were shaking hands while we
he opened his eyes and there stood those two men still in
as they had been no
he
linel
vith their eyes closed just an
line with
quickly closed his eyes because he knew he had seen a

sit

vision

cannon greatly resembled brother
brother
george Q cannon his father
of course BE wesley
an president joseph
smith has the smith attribute just as
ing
inq smith has it naturally brother keola kailimai
fielding
Field
man were there
1I said
saidl
would think that these two men
sald 1 I
geoege Q cannon and joseph F smith two
was
van
vaa george
wab
think it waa
spiritual minded
former missionaries to hawaii whom that spiritualminded
man saw
we walked a few steps farther and 1I saidl
sald brother
said
your
1
significance
mai
mal
do
not
kailimail
understand
of
kailiwai
Kaili
the
imail
aai
I
kailiaai
Kail
rali
rall
vision but 1I do know that the veil between us and those
former missionaries was very thin
brother hugh J cannon
was
who vasby
vas by my sige
wasby
side with tears rolling down his cheeks
mckay there was no veil
saidl
middlemiss 1955
sald brother
said
brothe
SO
52
50
5052
As president mckay told this story in 1955 0 arthur
haycock then president of the hawaiian mission dropped to one
knewl
knew
kneal
kneel
knee propped his steno pad on the other and took the account
was
van
vas
down in shorthand
wab
vab published in 1955 in cherished
it
experiences compiled by clare middlemiss reprinted in 1976 and
in the bestknown
thus is
best known version of this experience
what could have been the purpose of such a manifestation
also why did the experience come to the only hawaiian member
present rather than to one or both of the sons in question
president mckays account was
vas recorded thirty
thirtyfour
four years and
three days after it had occurred were there sources closer to
the date of the event in existence
these questions formed the impetus for my search for
ing
inq of this event five men were involved
understanding
additional understand
1 elder mckay an apostle and future president of the church
now

0

0

1
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george
cannon
Q
hugh
son
companion
J
of
traveling
his
3
E wesley smith
cannon and president of liberty stake
joseph F smith 4 samuel harris
mission president and a son of years
idaho and the president
hurst a missionary of mature and from
5 david keola kaill
emal a
emai
imai
kailimai
of the central maui conference
hawaiian missionary also of mature years who were these five
men and how did they experience this extraordinary manifestation
thanks largely to the kindness of many members of the families
involved 1I have found sixteen separate accounts of this event
2

all

but four of them unpublished
david 0 mckay
president mckays understanding of this remarkable
manifestation almost certainly evolved over time for it differs
from hia
hla
hi s own earliest account his very detailed journal of his
his
world tour which remains unpublished except in excerpts is the
thirty six hours they spent on maui the
best source of the thirtysix
not
does
mckays
mission history although it records
visit
2
pulphu
pulehu
they docked at 430 on the
mention the incident at
morning of 9 february 1921 and brother kailimai who had a
ford drove them to mission headquarters where they held
hold
heid a
little
meeting samuel hurst offered the opening prayer in the
afternoon they visited the george Q cannon sites then came to
pulphu
pulehu chapel president mckays journal records this his
pepper tree
earliest account of the prayer under the popper
seemed to me
that we were treading on
it
sacred ground for surely the lord was the close companion
and guide of that intrepid and faithful missionary
we offered a united prayer on the ground during which
bro keola seemed to see two men shaking hands he thought
hugh J was shaking hands with elder hurst and was
surprised when he opened his eyes to see brother cannon
standing with bowed head and closed eyes 1I do not know the
significance of his manifestation but 1I do know we all felt
as though pros joseph F smith and george A cannon two of
the intrepid missionaries of early days were well pleased
with our visit and service on that memorable spot mckay
journal 21 feb 19213
is important to note that this earliest mckay source
it
the participants in the manifestation as hugh J
identifies
cannon and brother hurst rather than as joseph F smith and
george Q cannone
cannon 4 it seems reasonable to me that president
mckays intense attachment to and affection for brother cannon
shaped this experience as he later recalled it into greater
symmetry and logic
only two months later speaking at a
conference of missionaries and members in new zealand he retold
and again reported that the two men in a position
of
the story andagain
1155
cannon
president
were
handshaking
and brother hurst
but during the next decade by 1931 the story had assumed
the same shape in president mckays mind that it had in 1955
0

0
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P
F
wece
seen
wore
were
joseph
smith
cannon
and
in
george
Q
that is
seems
reasonable that his intense
maiss
mairs
brother Kaili
kailimais visit itfor brother
cannon influenced memory
attachment to and affection symmetry
and logic
in the direction of greater
mckayrs feelings for his
mckays
mckeys
evidence both of president mareya
pulehu event comes from his
companion and his memory of the pulphu
ton years and six months
address at hugh J cannons funeral only ten
popper tree president mckay called
the prayer under the pepper
after
none truer none more faithful in all this
him a friend
he had not known him except by general acquaintance
world
grant designated them
then as companions for the tour
until president
during which president mckay came to know his implicit faith in
in this context then president
the gospel of jesus christ
popper tree
mckay retells the story of the prayer under the pepper
we approached the missionary field made almost
sacred by the labors of his father president george Q
cannon
1I shall never forget the emotions that stirred
cannons heart as we neared the island on which his
brother annons
father had translated the book of mormon into the hawaiian
language bro
bra cannon told me about some confidences that
his father had given him his son which had never been
printed 1I had never heard them
when george
then before
Q
cannon crushed and discouraged heard the voice of god
visiting the site we withdrew a short
after pep
peppertree
tree and there bared our heads in
di
distance
stance under a pepper
thanksgiving and praise to god and asked his guidance upon
our further travels
1I havent the time to tell you what happened or what
kaola bic
vision came to brother kaolacsic
sic a native missionary but
raola
was said 1I opened my eyes and brother wesley
after amen
smith a son of president joseph F smith who was also
deeply impressed on that occasion and others came up and
said do you know what brother kaola sic was just telling
us
0

0

9

pertree

NO

of

then he repeated what brother kaola had seen during
that prayer we were silent for a few moments and then 1I
said
brother kaola 1I do not know the significance of that
know that the veil between us and
vision but this 1I do knowd
those intrepid missionaries president smith george Q
cannon and others was very thin
brother cannon who was by my side whispered brother
mckay there was no veil
not to him it just seemed as if he had looked into
the other side and felt the presence of his illustrious
father and president smith who it seemed were sharing the
experiences of these modern missionaries in that land those
first missionaries loved so well mckay 1931 6677
thus by 1931 president mckay recalled the spiritual event
19

as the presence of george Q cannon and joseph F smith this
he visited hawaii in 1936
was permanent
personalities
in
shift
ang
and
ando
andr as he would in 1955 affirmed that the manifestation was the
appearance of george Q cannon and joseph F smith shaking hands
in the presence of their missionary sons cockett 1921 and 192450 25 apr
501
aar 1937
hugh J cannon
hugh J cannon the son of george Q cannon and sarah jenne
cannon was fiftyone
old when he and president mckay
fifty one years
mckay
karey he had left his wife with
reached hawaii like president narey
now
nov
nev
a new
boen
born child he recorded two brief accounts of this
nowborn
newborn
experience one in his personal journal and another in a
narrative of the world tour that he prepared for possible
publication his journal account reads
1I felt that 1I was treading on holy ground that the
veil between me and my father was very thin indeed 1I felt
veil
the brethren partook of
that there was no intervening
the same feeling we had prayers under a tree back of the
building and brother keola
reola kailimai says that while we
prayed he saw two men shaking hands he thought 1I was
shaking hands with brother hurst and was surprised when he
openedhis
opened his eyes to see me standing with my hands at my side
1I do not know the significance of what he saw but 1I do know
that father
rather and president joseph F smith were there
cannon personal journal 1921
in his narrative he explains significant experiences of
george Q cannon that had already hallowed the site
where george Q cannon and brother napela preached with
tham
such power that 97 or the 100 people who came to hear them
than
then
were converted the tradition is that brother cannon was not
standing on the ground on this occasion but was in the air
and that a great light shown about him
under a beautiful tree on the lot where this occurred
and where the church now has a neat little chapel the
visiting brethren engaged in prayer it was an occasion
them
which none of zhem
eheu
thou will ever forget for they stood almost
in the visible presence of celestial beings in looking back
on the trip after the lapse of several years there are few
if any experiences which are more impressive than this

typescript nd 57
there is a third account from brother cannon of this
experience even though it is second hand samuel harris hurst
the american missionary who was present outlined the prayer
under the pepper tree in his 1958 autobiography without details
mckay account in
instead referring the reader to the published mcray
cherished experiences
exreriences according to his daughter cleo hurst
bailey he did not wish to publish even in an autobiography of
balley
20

limited circulation an account tha differed from president
Mc
Kays then he adds
mckays
1I
1I think it would not be out of place however
if
made by elder hugh J cannon and which
refer to a statement president
mckays account elder cannon
in
is not mentioned experience
fully to some of my friends and
had related this
my
me several years later and added the following
statement that there was no veil has led people to ask me if
was true that 1I saw the savior when 1I was on maui
1I did
it
not see the savior he said neither did 1I see anyone
my father very distinctly
else but 1I did hear the voice of ay
as several things 1I had been in doubt about
and he told me
1958

12

in short then it seems clear from these early accounts
elder hurst and elder cannon but why
that the vision involved
elder hurst who was he
samuel harris hurst
samuel harris hurst jr was thirtysix
thirty six years old a native
a had died a lingering
of cache valley and a widower his wife
wif
bif
death from heart disease shortly before leaving him with the
care of a ton
ten year old
oid daughter inez he had had grave doubts
tonyearold
tenyearold
about serving a mission under such circumstances but had accepted
the calling at least partly because of his childs faith his
autobiography and his6 diary breathe a solid simple faithfulness
that is very moving he was president of the central maui
conference at the time of president mckays visit and was largely
responsible for freeing the maui saints from involvement with
unas
kah
kadunas
kahunas
he was also responsible for building two chapels on
maui in 1921 one at kahuki
kabuki and the other at peahi and also
helped construct the kalihi chapel in honolulu on oahu
bahu
he and
nielson hurst served a second hawaiian
his second wife ida nielsen
1952 54
mission 195254
his diary for a8 february 1921 records the prayer under the
popper
pepper

tree this

way

pros smith and cannon elder keola who
elder mckay pres
pulphu where pres
out to pulehu
had a car and myself drove
goo Q cannon had his wonderful experience in the
geo
conversion of so many of the natives and the first to join
in the little ford in front of the
the church As we satprea
pres smith related to us the story of
meeting house there pros
how pros cannon in 1850 or 51 had delivered his wonderful
discourse in a little church which then stood on the ground
we were then on
at this meeting he appeared to be standing
in the air with a hallow sic of light around his head at
the same time all but three of the over hundred persons
before him bro hugh J
there present were transfigured
pros cannon was very deeply effected
cannon being a son of pres
sic more so than any one 1I have ever saw before we then
21

alighted from the car and walked around the grounds at the
in the shade of an
rear of the old church on the grounds now
brethren 1I feel impressed that
treat elder mckay said
tree
old treap
we should render our thanks to the lord for the labors of
pros
co
joseph F smith
man
laborer
and
his
colaborer
great
this sons
we bowed in
at
this
are represented here today
whose
humble reverence in prayer to god and then 1I listened to one
of the grandest prayers it has ever been my privilege to
keola
elder koola
roola testified he saw a
reola
listen to armat its close
as in an attitude of shaking hands
hand and
extended to me
in speaking of this later bro mckay said bro keola 1I do
not know the significance of the hand you saw but 1I know
veil between us and the other world was very
this that the cannon
then said there was no veil at all at
bro
thin
which the apostle cast a penetrating look at him for he as
as to whether bro cannon
as we seemed to be in doubt an
well an
had beheld
behold a vision or not but no more was said at that
time in closing his remarks in a general meeting held
hold
heid at
wailuku tonight elder mckay made mention of this again and
with tears in the eyes of both men he turned to bro cannon
herp
staping sic on the shoulder said my Brot
and shaping
brother
hert you
your father today than you have ever
to
have been closer
7
917
117
617
been before
account differs from those of both president mckay and
thiscannon
iri
lri iiisignificant
significant details no identifiable
iii
in
brother
involved only the hand and arm became visible
individual was involvedonly
simultaneously however
and the object was clearly elder hurst
the account confirms that brother cannon experienced a powerful
blon
sonsa
zion
sensa
tion of his father 1I find it significant that neither
sensation
here on the very day that it happened nor later did elder
hurst speculate on the possible meaning of this experience two
of his daughters confirm that he did not interpret the story in
to them
telling it may
then in later years nor does he record why this
experience
have come to him
his 1 one of the daughters cleo
edp
comment
edt I have some personal feelings
hurst bailey 1990
1990t commented
especially hugh J
peopleespecially
about it all of those particular people
cannon E wesley smith and my father
had ancestors who took
fatherhad
part in opening the islands to missionary work 1I think all of
was a personal
knew it
those ancestors were there and they know
it
occasion a quiet way of confirming that it was appropriate that
my father be there
the ancestor of elder hurst who had assisted in nineteenth
century missionary efforts was frederick william hurst whose
diary
diaryincludos
includes moving accounts of visions inspirational dreams
and answered prayers
he had been born on the isle of jersey
now
nev zealand and as a young man in
his family then emigrated to new
the gold fields of australia he joined the church with his
younger brother charles clement hurst As a result his angry
mother disowned him and marked his name out of the family bible
two
seventytwo
on 27 april 1855 he and charlie emigrated with seventy
tarqginia
Tarou
tarouinia
lnla the ship was leaking so badly by
inia
saints aboard the tarqu
22

thet
thaer after repairs and an attempt
the time they reached honolulu that
where the ship was sold
to continue they returned to honolulu
including a thousand
fred W contributed all of hishissavings
clothing to send the other
sown
into
sowninto
dollars in nuggets sewn
he accepted a
members mostly families on to california
mission call from president silas smith and almost immediately
went to molokai where he served for eight months august 1855
gifted with an irrepressible cheerfulness
he
april 1856
8
met
poverty
and
undaunted
often he
learned hawaiian quickly
walked barefoot and for a long period of time food was very
scanty on 8 february 1856 he recorded thankfully we had
three meals today for the first time for 1I will not venture to9
say how long we fasted about three days this week p 52
joined in a prayer of
this was the man whose grandson
thanksgiving with the sons of george Q cannon and joseph F
pulphu and 1I agree with his
smith under the pepper tree at pulehu
daughter that his presence was altogether fitting
wesley smith
the smith associations in hawaii run so deep that it is easy
to see the powerful influence they exerted on shaping the story
E wesley smith had been born at laie 21 april 1886 when his
parents joseph F smith and julina lambson smith spent almost
two years there to avoid the polygamy raids
he had served a
mission there from 1907 to 1910 was mission president from 1919
to 1923 and would return as president for a second time during
the late 19409 he and his wife had two children and their
third donald E smith was born in january 1920 while they were
E

there
according to donald smith 1990 his father told the story
popper tree on maui as part of his
of the prayer under the pepper
reminiscences to his family about his many inspirational hawaiian
experiences but no written account was preserved and due to the
passage of time since his death it is not possible
to
10
emphasized
reconstruct the exact details he
apparently the
only written version that E wesley smith left of this account
appears in the mission presidents annual report for 1921
elders mckay cannon samuel H hurst keola kailimai
pulphu kula district
and 1I visited the spot in pulehu
local pros
george Q cannon had a wonderful manifestation
where
in company with the noble chief napela while there elder
mckay said he felt impressed with a desire to offer a prayer
blank in original to the lord in the spirit of
thanksgiving for the privilege they had in being there and
for the many souls who had embraced the gospel we bowed
our heads elder mckay being mouth it was a moment never
to be forgotten for indeed the spot is sacred elder mckay
pres cannon and pres
pros smith are
said 1ssiI fool
toel certain that pros
feel
teel
near for the veil was very thin
elder cannon was deeply
impressed and with tears filling his eyes and in a choked
smith 1921 175
voice said there was no veil
23

wesley smith does not comment on his own
but rather affirms the powerful
experience or interpret ler
it
itt
experience that brother cannon was having 1I think it is
probable that he sensed the presence of his own father the
mission history is replete with loving references to joseph F
them
wesley
is among
smith and expressions of joy that his son isamong
smiths own discourses shows a markedly sweet acceptance of his
footsteps
and
responsibilities as he follows in his fathers
his
11
own years in hawaii spiritual experiences

like

samuel burst
hurst

david keola
koola
reola kailimai
what 12of the man who received the vision elder davidkoola
david keola
koola
kailimai12
Kailimai
brother kailimai left no written personal history
that and did not relate this experience to his family according
to the memories of those contacted their earliest account is a
photocopy of the 1955 typescript made by D arthur haycock and
hence is
of joseph FP smith and george
in the bestknown
best known version
versionof
cannon appearing to shake hands during the prayer abigail
Q
kailimai kailimai who is both davids niece and his daughter in
law does not recall and earlier oral version or in fact ever

hearing this story from him
verp
nothing howe
hove
however
verr about david or his family would make such
a spiritual experience unlikely
he was born in 6 march 1872 to
Kanaka loloa kailimai and thus was
samuel kailimai and kauahi kanakaloloa
forty eight in 1921 he had a sister emalia two years older
fortyeight
emalia and a brother three years younger william hoapili
kahawa near hilo for at least
kailimai the family had been at kahuwa
two generations and perhaps longer
his parents had been
baptized a month apart in december 1873 and january 1874 and
his father according to an 1895 missionary journal had served a
a counse
kahawa
counselorin
in the presidency of kahuwa
counselor
local mission and was
lorin
1895
branch brimley 14 may lags
een
ton
david was baptized at age wen
ten his wife martha maka
kaapuni kailimai were not able to have any children so
kamaka
ramaka
kanaka kaopuni
wehl born in 1908 who would
wahi
wahl
kauluwehi
kauluwahi
they adopted a child david Ka
Kaulu
uluwehi
have been thirteen at the time of the maui experience
this boy
married abbie kahanu kailimai williams daughter and they
raised a family of five the two oldest sons are named castle
Ka
kauluwehi
of two
uluwehi and wesley keola in obvious commemoration
beloved friends and mission presidents castle murphy and E
FGS
wesley smith PGS
in 1913 brother kailimai his wife and his son who would
then have been five years old accompanied the murphy family to
utah where they were endowed and sealed in the salt lake temple
weze
wore
veze
vore
vere endowed 22 october and young david was sealed
the parents were
to them
david was sealed to samuel and kauahi his own
parents in 1920 in the hawaiian temple
they also spent about
josepa in skull valley brother kailimai
three months at losepa
reported on these experiences at the general mission conference
in april 1914 after his return urging obedience to all of the
commandments record book C 191122
he served
1911 22 73
igli
191122
simultaneously in aleamai branch near hilo from at least 1914 to
24

ono
time with only one
president most of the
ap
an president of its
as
counselor record of conferences np
mission
an first counselor in the MIA
sunday school and as
the conferences in april 1915 and
records show that he spoke atsaving
his money to return to utah
1916 as well
he had been
and the temple but after the announcement was made of the temple
he donated the money that he had saved and
planned for baie
bate
laie
lale
said if 1I were called to come here and break rock for the
tempier13 1I would be glad to do that
templer
record book C 105
tempie
temple
10566
137
webley
vealey
mission in maui wesley
vesley smith
brother Kai
kailimanis
kallimanis
after
limanis
as third vice president of the polynesian genealogical
called him an
society organized at laie 3 april 1921 record book C p 326
brother kailimai was serving as priesthood advisor on the hawaii
the equivalent of the high council in 1934
district council william
as president of the honomu
honolu branch
with his brother
46
1934 45
directory 1934p
kailimai died in 1933 and he
4546
sister
followed 26 june 1940 PGS
0 arthur haycock a missionary in hawaii from 1935 to 1938
and later hawaiian mission president and temple president
K
know david X
kailimai very well 1I dont know of a
affirmed 1 I knew
finer more spiritual man who ever lived he was the most
outstanding native member and leader 1I knew
know very faithful very
active the sort of person through whom the lord could give such
an experience
elder hurst described him in his 1958
autobiography as a man full of faith
a very fine
falth and
elder because of the inspiration that attended him p 20
castle murphy who was a missionary in hawaii from 1909 to
1913 and mission president 193136
1944 46 called him one of
1931 36 194446
the most influential leaders and able speakers in the hawaiian
mission so great was our admiration for this hawaiian
chinese
hawaiianchinese
chinos
chines
leader that when our son was born in hilo we decided to name him
koola
keola after this good man and have him be voice when the blessing
was given
1963 42
he recorded
instances
of
several
brother
14
mairs
mails faith and inspiration
malls
Kaili
kailimais
because brother kailimai did not leave an account of the
prayer under the pepper tree it is not possible to know what
meaning he gave it or how he regarded it as time passed
however 1I think that we may have a parallel source in the
experience of jonah patrick pia cockett
Cockettp whom lanny britsch
man of the church
1986
characterizes as one of the grand old men
162
forty year old native of maui in 1920 who had
he was a fortyyearold
joined the church in 1902 was principal of puukolii
Puu kolii school on
maui at the time of this event and would soon serve missions to
kauai and maui the father of twelve children he was a
fisherman and also for twenty
twentyfive
five years county treasurer of
maui journal 1
he offered the opening prayer at the meeting
at wailuku chapel on the night of february 8 after the prayer
under the pepper tree and heard president mckay tell the story
almost certainly he would have had many opportunities to hear
story if he did
david keola kailimai tell the storyif
both then and
insubsequent
in
in subsequent years for pia cockett was fourth vice president in
1917 as
an branch
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was third
although
the genealogical society in which kailimai
the experience in his 1921
brother cockett says he recorded
notebook only a journal from 1924 to 1950 is in the archives
pulphu in both april
he refers to brother kailimais vision at pulehu
and july of 1924 then reports telling the mission conference 9

april

1933

spoke in hawaiian and related the vision of D keola
xeola
aeola
reola
pulehu related by david 0 mckay on feb 8
kailimai in pulphu
1921 where he saw the hand shaking in form of greeting
mcbay was praying
keola
while david 0 mcxay
reola thought it was hugh
cannon and elder hurst after the prayer he told his vision
to mckay and he said perhaps the veil was thin that he had
seen thru beyond the veil hugh cannon said there was no
geo Q cannon
veil he must have seen his father goo
1I

april

he records the vision again adding the
detail that brother cannon had confessed to depression before
he also explained that
the happiest man
this event made him
president mcxayj on his 1936 visit to hawaii had heard him tell
was hugh J
the story and had corrected his impression that
geo
goo
geo
cannon and george Q cannon shaking hands cather
was
rather
Q
cannon and joseph F smith shaking hands and the hands were
seen by david kailimai see also britsch 1986 162
on 25

1937

it it

the version that includes elder hurst then was present in
Coo
mind as late as 1933 and 1I believe supports
brother coa
cockettfs
cooketts
keets
ketts
mckay and hurst
the original version as recorded by cannon mekay
gness to accept president
guess
quess
independently brother cocketts villin
willingness
mcxayss correction however points out that for him the
importance of the story lay in its sacralization of the land near
pulphu
pulehu chapel
in all of his versions he calls it that sacred
spot and it had sanctified associations for him not only
through the experience of george Q cannon and later of the five
men who mez
mot
met
not in prayer but also because it was there he met his
wife not yet a member of the church and was ordained to the
priesthood he refers frequently to these events and also
records holding both formal and informal testimony meetings with
missionaries and members of the district council in 1924 1933
15
1943 with allusions to at least two earlier meetings
and 1943f
my
pulphu chapel 9 june 1990 and
isy husband son and 1I visited pulehu
shir ley makekau brother makekau a
there found stanley and shirley
landscaping contractor was spending his saturday afternoon
repairing a faulty sprinkler william kailimai had baptized him
and pia cockett had been a neighbor for many years
he confirmed
that the building was no longer used for regular worship services
but was often used for firesides and other special meetings
it
very closeto
close vezy
close to the spirit he
is a place to come to get closevery
said adding when there is a temple on maui it will be here

pulehu is
obviously pulphu

still

sacred ground
conclusion
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what conclusions then can we draw about the prayer under
we
must
aust look beyond the initial
obviously
popper
pepper
tree
the
question about a possible transformation As we reconstruct the
of the event from the earliest sources brother kailimai
facts
saw in vision a hand extended toward samuel harris hurst as
though to shake his hand while hugh J cannon strongly felt the
presence of his father and perhaps BE wesley smith sensed the
presence of his president smith and president mckay undeniably
the influence of visitors from the other side of the veil
felt
and president mckay by his own account identified them
immediately as joseph F smith and george Q cannon
is

likely that they did not

it
labors of

of the missionary
elder
grandfather on molokai or this knowledge would have
hursts
provided a reason for the visitation to be seemingly directed
toward elder hurst As it was elder hursts role did not have
an obvious explanation and later retellings of the experience
we may conjecture focused on the more logical explanation of
hugh cannon and his father and by the suggestion of symmetry to
president smith and his father
but we are still left with a riddle the meaning of the
event and possibly another question from a certain
perspective this event was both baffling and possibly
insignificant does it merit such intensive study 1I would say
1I have been in a unique position during this research of
yes
being led from source to source experiencing many retellings of
as holy it has been a
each retelling an
this story but perceiving
a visitor into that sacred
profound privilege for me to enter as
asa
story
my f irst conclusion then is an important one 1I think for
any individual who takes his or her spiritual life seriously
this story teaches us something of the nature of spiritual
experience the event meant different things to the different
chen
participants most of them
then did not try to explain it president
mckay although some points of interpretation shifted
consistently reported that he did not fully understand its
meaning
nor do we 1I love the fact that this story ultimately
eludes our efforts at a tidy explanation or elegant
As historians in our quest for truth we are
interpretation an
engaged in a rational search it is a search that both requires
yet we need to remember that spiritual
and rewards rationality
experiences are untidy paradoxical bewildering their rewards
are not those of rationality but of transcendence what that
incident meant to each of the five men present is only partially
captured by this or by any other reconstruction the
ungainliness of these accounts reinforcing and echoing each
other but not mirroring each other identically much like the
accounts in the gospels remind us that the whole truth is always
any one partial version of it what the prayer
better thanpopper
pepper tree ultimately meant to its five participants
under the peppar
was not information but an intimate love an affirming peace and
1I feel this strongly because even as far
a supernal joy
know
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have heard those echoes and sensed that touch
1I aa
an deeply satisfied that the prayer under the pepper tree
compels us to puzzle over its meaning yet still ends in a
removed as

am 1I
1I amp
amr
aar

reverent silence
1I think perhaps there is another conclusion that we may
as historians our attempts to understand
profitably draw an
history frequently focus on the political and social activities
of the church it is salutary to be reminded of those sweet
moments of pure grace that brim over from the divine life into
ours such events have no political consequences and relatively
social impact the five men present that day did not
little
did not change or even continue the course
need that event
it
chen with the loving
then
of the church what it did was to refresh them
sons who
touch of a divine father to whom all fathers are also sonst
accepted their sincere service the faith and love that created
a receptive atmosphere for such a manifestation was confirmed and
in no unworthy
intensified by that manifestation and it is
reminder to us who commemorate the social and political efforts
and effects of church leades that the reality of religious life
nor their activities but in the love and
lies not in institutions
faith in individual human hearts
bibliography
mormonism in transition

alexander
alezander thomas G
saints 18901930
latterday
latter daypress
1986
illinois

urbana

history of the
university of
A

bailey cleo hurst

telephone conversation 5S february 1990
personal communication 8 february 1990 notes in my
possession
23
holograph book no
benneter
192123
bennetttp jonathan royal journals 1921
Bennet
1I of missionary labors
s while in N Z
23 april 1921
labora
labor
ariment archives MS
6404
depariment
department
ms6404
historical Dep
brimley thomas thomas brimley missionary to the hawaiian
1896
photocopy of typescript prepared in
18931896
islands 1893
genealogical
1977 by bliss J brimley of pleasant grove
day saints
bhe
library of bho
tho church of jesus christ of latterday
the
latter
salt lake city utah
bach
Bri
bribach
tach R lanier unto the islands of the sea A history of
britsch
the latterday
latter day saints in the pacific salt lake city

deseret book 1986
cannon hugh J personal journal 1921
typescript part of a
eicken daughter of hugh
collection created by alice cannon hicken
J cannon and sarah richards cannon from a variety of
sources she recalls typing her fathers statement from a
typescript created by her mother her fathers journal was
recorded in shorthand notes which he later typed she
28

cannot read the shorthand and does not know the present
location of the original journals quoted by permission
of world tour mission nd
unfilled
untitled typescript
ap typed numbers begin with 1I with each chapter
218 pp
consecutive pagination by hand corrections in black ink
of david lawrence mckay until feb
original in possession ofdavid
14 1990 when he made a gift of it to hugh J cannons
cannon on behalf of
children received by dean richards
george richards cannon himself max richards cannon and
alice cannon hicken of bountiful utah quoted by permission
diary january 1924february
1924 february 1950
cockett jonah patrick pia
photocopy of typescript in historical department archives
ms
paginated but many page numbers cut off in the
2354
as
ms2354
as2354
assay summarizing his life to
photocopying A biographical essay
1924 precedes the diary entries
typescript cited
of pros mckay in 1921
visit
in britsch as CR 3695lboz
3695lbox 1 the current cataloging
system used at the historical department archives does not
have a series 1
this particular record was microfilmed as
LR 3695series
3695 series 21
miscellaneous local Records
3box
abox
reel
recordsreel
4
folder 9 items in this particular folder are listed in
they are
the register as mission and local histories
un
unpaginated
paginated and undated however from internal evidence
this particular typescript can be dated between 1947 and
1953 probably 1952 or early 1953
the mission acquired
1953
typescript aften
the typewriter used to produce the typescriptafter
after wesley
smith became president in 1947 some of the other documents
in the local histories refer to events that occurred as late
rava
as 1953 and one essay on work on the Rawa
hawaiian
hava
llan
ilan
iian temple was
auest who served a second mission in
huesz
written by samuel H euest
burst
hurst
hawaii between 1952 and 1954
11

day saints
directory of the church of jesus christ of latterday
latter
np no pub released april 1934
hawaiian mission ap
copy in family history Libr
library
aryl 9969k2ha
libe
fg8 family group sheets under the name of kailimai in the
family arc
hivo family history library salt lake city
hive
archive
utah and copies of personal family group records provided
courtesy of larraine hoemi
boemi kailimai carr
hawaiian mission manuscript history microfilm historical
department archives CR
3695
cr3695
haycock D arthur
telephone conversations 23 january 1990 2
february 1990 notes in my possession
hurst frederick william diary compiled by samuel harris hurst
holograph in the
and ida frederickson hurst 1961
29

archives ribbon copy of typescript
historical department
and photocopy of typescript in possession of cleo hurst
bailey salt lake city quoted by permission
1920 23
photograph of holograph
Jour naip
nail
nall 192023
hurst samuel harris journal
ciao
clao hurst bailey salt lake city utah
in possession of cleo
quoted by permission

hurst samuel harris

memoirs

1958

photocopy of mimeograph

in possession of cleo hurst bailey salt lake city utah
quoted by permission another copy is in the historical
department archives
kailimahi
Kaili mahi abigail kahanu kailimai daughter in law and niece of
david keola kailimai of honolulu hawaii telephone
interview 5 may 1990 notes in my possession previous
yuke
momilani
conversations 3 may 1990 with gerianne Mo
lai
milani
carr and larraine hoeni kailimai carr
founding and early development of the church
law reuben D
college of hawaii st george dixie college press 1972
McKay
mckaydavid
David 0 journal of world tour mission
typescript ribbon
copy from manual typewriter
in possession of david
lawrence mckay used by permission dec 2 1920 feb 24
unpaginated A two
1921 un
week holograph portion from the
paginated
twoweek
new zealand period of this mission shows a very high
correlation between what he recorded in his own hand and the
typescript for that section so presumably he kept his own
journal and the typescript was created from it it exists
in three volumes in david lawrence mckays possession vol
1I covers from the mckay cannon settingapart
setting apart 4 december to
february 23 1921 in hawaii there is a gap that recounts
their voyage from hawaii to san francisco where they planned
to take a ship for the south seas volume 2 resumes with
their departureH from salt lake city they had returned to
26 march 1921 and covers
attend anthon
lunds funeral
through the beginning of the new zealand period volume 3
a later typescript made double spaced paginate
paginateddp and with
an electric typewriter begins later than volume 2 but
extends later as well completing the new zealand period
india europe portion is currently missing it is
the indiaeurope
unclear when the typescript was created presumably at least
some months and possibly many years after his return
however on the back of the last page of volume 1 which
covers the period from their departure in december 1920
until their arrival in san francisco in march 1921 is this
pencilled notation
bro cannon please let us remember to send a cable to
wesley

tomorrow morning

dear brethren
your telegram rec1d
rebd
recd announcing sad message of
30
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sorely shall we miss his
associatesorely
esteemed associate
illegible
counsel
visapros
vise
sound judgment wise
grant leaves tonight
gul
gui
guileless
leless spirit
of us home
for home via los angeles rest
friday and saturday please convey to family
our heartfelt sympathy and love
pros

affectionately
heber J grant
david 0 mckay
antoine W ivins

J cannon
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endnotes
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few
brother haycock gave reuben D law
a copy
f irst president of the church college of hawaii
law published it in founding and
presumably of the transcript
georges
development
early Devel
oRment of the church college of hawaii st george
R
ap 19
21
dixie college press 1972 pp
1921
lanier britsch cites
account 1986 538 note 4 to chapter 10
this an
obvious parallel that would occur to most readers is the
transformation of brigham young assuming the aspect of joseph smith
in nauvoo when the succession to the presidency was at issue to
my knowledge
such a transformation has occurred only one other
time
the death of joseph F smith in november 1918 the
after
lu6nza epidemic prevented the calling of a conference to sustain
luanza
influenza
inf
heber J grant formally as his successor until june 1919 but in
the weeks before that conference there were several reports of
president grant assuming the aspect of president smith during
public addresses alexander 1986 117
these reports involving
presidents smith and grant might again
again4affirm
affirm the succession in the
see for example the journal of anthon H lund
presidency
church historical department archives
1I attended fast meeting in the
sunday may 25th 1919
one of a similar
temple
this meeting will be a historical
nature to the meeting held in nauvoo when prest brigham
young was transfigured to look like joseph smith and the
people took it as a sign that he was the true successor to the
1

A
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meeting and
martyred prophet the following spoke in our ffast
a
sb
ast
grant
prest
had looked exactly like
testimony
that
bore
theodor tobiason said that at
prest joseph F smith broprest
grant look both in feature
he saw
afast
su meeting
our last fastmeeting
fast
sunday when
last
and expression as prest joseph F smith
prest grant addressed the granite stake conference there was
a man present who was so astonished to know it was bro grant
speaking and yet to him it was prest joseph F smith
preaching when the meeting was dismissed he came up to bro
tobiason and told him what a remarkable thing he had witnessed
and related the same that tobiason himself had witnessed on
past
4p
mrs steed brother
4
1919
fast day in the temple may ap
blank wilson 17th
l7th ward both have bore their same testimony
lath
edward anderson said that in looking at prest grant he saw
jos pF smith and that they melted
also the figure of prest joe
together and as prest grant kept speaking he saw only
prest joseph F smith miss ship said my mother told me that
she had had the wonderful experience to hear prest grant
prest
speak but he looked just like prest jos F smith
grant made a few closing remarks and said the testimonies in
regard to his looking like prest smith made him feel very
humble
the first who mentioned it to him was his own
brother B F grant who said heber you were prest joseph
F smith as 1I looked upon you
tobiason said that when that
sunday at the granite stake
conference he could not keep back his tears of joy
1 I have always looked upon prest B
101
miss babcock said 991
youngs transfiguration as a wonderful event hearing the
testimonies today are just as wonderful and fills me with joy
that 1I have been here today

man

told

him what he saw

last

the content of the prayer under the pepper tree does not
seem related to succession in the first presidency in fact as
this paper shows other accounts of the prayer would support
interpretations of private significance rather than providing
public support for succession in the presidency
however

3695
the manuscript history of the hawaiian mission CR
cr3695
records this information about their visit
mckay cannon smith went to maui
tuesday feb a8
msp jones
where they met elders nelson
neison hurst dunn williams
Willia
meeting to hear
and bros kailimai and david kalani
missionary reports at the wailuku meeting house
when asked by apostle mckay what the paramount need of
was
vas all agreed that it was a church academy in
the mission wasp
the afternoon places of interest in the central maui
general service was heid
hold in the
held
conference were visited
evening with saints and strangers from nearly all parts of
pres cannon was the first speaker
maui in attendance
pres smith and apostle mckay the latter choosing
followed by pros
for his text by their fruits ye shall know them
2

11

ev
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separate and slightly fuller account is included in hawaiian
1912
22
2880
191222
typescript
mission historical record book C
micron
limed
microf
microfilmed
lined as LF
conference minutes of annual conferences
9
1
item
3695serieg
11
3695
3695series
reel
real
series
serles p ll
under the date of 20 february 1921 but separated
311
by considerable space from the daily entry elders david 0
mckay and hugh J cannon arrived from japan and china on the
ten or
4th
ath of february they planned to be in hawaii about ton
twelve days fortune favored us however and on account of
passa
gep
ger they were unable to
passage
difficulty in obtaining boat passager
leave before february 23rd we were all grateful for that
extra week on saturday february 5th
ath we went to laie oahu
we attended the
Wahi awa
conference was held on sunday at wahiawa
morning and afternoon sessions and went to laie for evening
service elder joseph F smith presumably joseph F smith
a missionary went with us to wahiawa and remained there
111
xxio
exio
III
ili
for the evening session of the conference the meetings were
well attended and were characterized by the splendid spirit
manifested
p 312 we returned from laie monday morning monday
afternoon we sailed for maui on the claudine the following
report of our visit to maui apostle david 0
is elder jones pros
prea
pros
pres EZ wesley smith
mckay sic and pres hugh J cannon and proa
arrived in this conference on the morning of february ath
erencen
erences greeted the
conferences
the following
ol loving missionaries of the maui conf
cheatee nelson samuel H hurst leslie s
cheater
chester
brethren
dunnp
dunap
dunn lester williams david kailimai david kalani
raiani and byron
D
jones
A meeting was held in the wailuku mission house for the
purpose of hearing the reports of the missionaries each one
gave a report of his labors and expressed his desire to
when asked by elder mckay the paramount need
continue
whenasked
of the mission was all agreed that it was a church academy
got an academy for
elder mckay promised his support to get
aw ai i
hawaii
in the afternoon places of interest in the central maui
conference were visited
in the evening a general service was held saints and
strangers from nearly all parts of maui were in attendance
the time was given to the visitors pres cannon told of the
experiences of his father on the island of maui and also
expressed his great happiness in being able to be present
pros smith encouraged the people to keep the commandments and
geu
got ready to go to the temple
get
gat
elder mckay chose for his
text by their fruits ye shall know them and gave a
stirring sermon on the same
in the afternoon of
wednesday the brethren went to lahaina accompanied by elders
david kailimai and byron D jones pres of the west maui
conference
the entry continuing immediately after the above entry
3
reports a
labeled p 313 typescript letter no 17
A

p

0
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general meeting sunday at honolulu but identifies no author
to the saviours
he
ls life
saviour
elder mckay confined his talkteaching
in a manner that was
presented phases of christs
be ample description to those
Mc
mckayan
altogether makayan
Kayan that willeverybody
in the meeting was
who have hearg
heaed him speak
board
hoard
heard
compelled to listen to him and had he spoken all night his
vhould
audience whould
should sic have remained eagerly listening to his
inspired words he afterwards said that it was easy to speak
to thia people
the faith of them the spirituality and
draw out the best that is in a man
responsiveness of them drew
p 314
314j letter no 17 4
in dedicating the mission
home
elder mckay spoke at some length of his visiting
throughout the islands and of the happiness he had had in go
goin
in
over the ground covered by pros joseph F smith and
sic
pros george Q cannon
pres
p 315 elder hugh J cannon expressed the pleasure he had
had in visiting the places that were so dear to his ffather
abher
ather
11

3

is not known exactly when president
it
he was known for his habit of voluminous

mckay wrote

this

entry
note taking in a
notetaking
pocket notebook and some photographs samuel harris hurst took on
the afternoon of the visit show the notebook in his hands
it
seems reasonable that he would have taken notes on the sites of his
busy mission visits then used the long intervening ocean voyages
to put his journal entries unhurriedly in final form however the
week period from the samoan visit
original notebook pages for a two
twoweek
ow weeks later sent to son david lawrence mckay then serving
a few
a mission in Swit
switzerland
zeela
zeria
zerla ad and still in his possession are very
svit
switzerla
similar to the entries below it is therefore possible that the
entry in question was made the same day as the events it records
president mckays complete journal account of their stay on maui
reads
maui at
tuesday feby 8 1921
kahului
arrived at Kah
ului
415 am remained in our cabin until 6 am we were met at
the wharf by elders david kalani and keola kailimai a native
elder
the latter drove us to the headquarters of the
missionaries where we held
hold
heid conference
opening exercises
1
singing praise to the man
prayer elder samuel H hurst
2
3
singing ye elders of israel
elders were asked to report as follows
personal
age number of months in field health schooling
missionary labors
1

2
3
4

conference
branch

daily program

into whose
any unpleasant conditions

members
number of non
nonmembers
ready welcome
5
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home you have a

what

the greatest need of the mission
is presiding
authority

relation to

remarks
2 years college
elder byron D jones 23 years25 old
member families
non
nonmember
teaching west maui conference
mission needs resident married couple in each branch and a
testimony a choice young man
high school bore a fervent testimonya
elder samuel H hurst 1036 years old widower one little
president
girl health excellent 7 months in mission
greatest need of
branches
central maui conference
number of high school age in his
mission church school

conference 15
elder S dunn logan 21 years old 16 months in field
high school is missions greatest need
five now attending
sectarian high schools
david keola kailimai native elder 48 years old central
maui conference thinks elders should remain longer in each
branch favors church high school
cheatee
cheater H nelson ogden 22 years old 13 months in
chester
has good health was 2 years in weber college
field
president east maui conference recommends native missionary
eana
to labor in each branch his headquarters are at rana
hana
williams salem 21 years old 12 months in ffield
lester
leid
now laboring in the east maui conference
thinks the greatest
need to
referred
is a man of experience in each branch
feelingly to the selfsacrifice
self sacrifice of his father
david P kalani hilo conference island of hawaii 48
years old 7 branches does home missionary work gave his
method of reaching non members approach prayer catechism or
general conversation depending upon mental attitude closing
prayer practicing to become barber
notes of instruction
1
communicate with two absent elders
carry message to non members 2 each day
2
3
organize local elders
4

settling difficulties

among members

if

ye have

aught against
5
church school a paramount need
6
live with the people
7
teach by example
8
look for the good
conserve bime
9
cime
work
time
vork faith prayer
timework
meeting
tingo bro kailimai drove presidents cannon and
after mee
smith elder hurst and me in his ford to the home of bro and
makawao district
kapalaia
in the makaweo
in
sister chas ako at Ka
palaia
A
Ahi
neall or silver
hinea
she shows us the ahl
sister akols
akos home grows
principally in and about an extinct
sword a plant that
volcano
a good chicken poi and rice dinner we drove to
after
hugs
pulehull
pulphu
pulehu
puie
huls
Pu
hull meeting house which stands near the spot where
Pule
lehu
george Q cannon then on his first mission and chief napela
9u 97 people out of the 100 who
in the year 1850 converted au
36

attended their first meeting
to the plantations and only
the people now have moved
me
seemed
to
branch
however
the
comprise
score
a
scare
about
it
on
sacred ground for surely the lord
treading
we
were
that
was the close companion and guide of that intrepid and
missionary
faithful
we offered a united prayer on the ground during which
bro keola
reola seemed to see two men shaking hands washe thought
surprised
hugh J was shaking hands with elder hurst and
when he opened his eyes to see brother cannon standing with
bowed head and closed eyes I 1I do not know the significance of
pros
1I do know we all felt as though pres
his manifestation butgeorge
A
cannon two of the intrepid
joseph F smith and
missionaries of early days were well pleased with our visit
and service on that memorable spot
we were about one half way up the side of the
haleakala the largest extinct volcano in the world white
fleecy clouds covered the top as the old mountain lay
sleeping
evening service at 720 pm
singing
rejoice in the lord by the choir of 25
voices very excellent
prayer pia cockett
960
110
0 lord we humbly pray
singing geo
pros E wesley smith in the hawaiian language
remarks pres
pres hugh J cannon
eloquent and
address
Q cannons
q9
inspirational tribute to his father pres george qa
labors on this island maui bore a fervent testimony of the
gospel and of the confirmation of this testimony that he had
this day on the ground where his father received such divine
inspiration
speaking of some of the fruits of the
1I concluded
gospel honesty temperance chastity there were present 250
personssi some of whom had traveled in an auto truck 30 miles
parson
person
arrangementst every detail seemed to have been attended to
in arrangements
beautiful flowers surrounded the pulpit and hidden among
ges the almost imperceptible smoke from
smudges
sludges
these were the smud
musquito
mesquito
quito sic
which is the fatal enemy to the pestering mus
we spent several hours singing and
after meeting
chatting in the home of brother and sister ferreira where we
stayed all night supplied with every modern convenience
eela
eria is a pure hawaiian whose former husband
erla
ferreria
ferr
sister Forr
bro
the father of her four children was a chinaman
is a portuguese whose profession is attorney at law
ferreria
a very capable man
pros
pres cannon E wesley
wednesday february 9 1921
samuel H hurst byron D jones leslie s dunn chester H
nelson lester williams david keola kailimai david P
kalana john ferreria and john ferreria jr and 1I followed
iao valley really
the trail leading to the needles in the lao
a deep picturesque canyon through which winds a gurgling
mountain stream the massive boulders piled in profusion at
1
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the fact that this
the mouth of the canyon bear witnesstotoa corrent
torrents
torrent
lorrent the wreck
peaceful stream is sometimes swelled
same
mutely
thing
to
the
testifies
house
ero
bros
of bro ferrerias
a perpendicular precipitous cliff
the needle is point
high in the air
projecting its ragged
the rugged defiles
defile the kukui
luxuriant foliage fills guava
the
the lehua the ohia
malle
idaile
malie
nut tree the imaile
haile
ll are the names of some of the trees
beautiful
the ilaiip
laii
lali
lall
flowers variously colored lined each side of the trail
ferns abound everywhere even on the tip top of the needle
darke
point the dark
derk lavacolored
lava colored sides of the precipitous cliff
are covered with green grass and heavier foliage creeping up
a hundred feet or more
this morning we plucked the following variety of flowersA
lehua state flower of hawaii deep red
in full bloom
yellow
pinkish orange
lantana
japanese tea plant guava
aws
Hon ohono
ave
pink
avs
honohono
pukiawe
pale blue
white
pukiaws
pukl awe
puki
pua
ma
orange
pink
or
drops
pol
poi
with
blood
aliipoe
aliipoi
dots
Alii
aill
papapa
deep blood red
maile
white
purple
rent
xeni
kent
keni
pua pipili
pea
small red
old friend
papili
dandelion
iichi
orange ihl
iiihi
pink
makole
macole
yellow 111hill
hawaiian ki
ihi
ihi
ihl
pua
pua koali
yellow
blue
ilima keeli
delicate
pu
pua
pua
nana
yellow
honua
emiki
emidi
lily
large
like
fonua
lilylike
eniki
pea
yellow
illiam
pealike
iliam papa
lilam
ka kani
like purple stripes
pea
Ki
mikania
pealike
kikania
like
kania
drove around part of the island to lahaina where a most
delicious dinner had been waiting our arrival for over two
hours on our way two sisters had hailed us and placed leis
on our necks
lets made of white and red roses usthe island
leis
necksleis
broe
flower bros
bro and sister david kuamu entertained
other brethren and sisters were present and we had a
most delightful dinner hour after which we walked across the
street to the L D s church where the primary association
was holding its regular meeting
singing shine on
received articles of faith
story our father in heaven loves all his children
boarded the steamer mauna kea for the island of hawaii
11
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11

11

11

11

11

11

11

11

11

11
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evening at a meeting of by 250 missionaries and
that
members some of whom had traveled in an auto truck 30 miles
hugh J cannon retold the events of the afternoon president
4

mckays journal records
press
pres hugh J cannon
eloquent and
address
press george Q cannons
pros
inspirational tribute to his father pres
labors on this island maui bore a fervent testimony of the
gospel and of the confirmation of this testimony that he had
where his father received such divine
this day on the groundjournal
21 feb 1921
inspiration mckay
the manuscript history of the hawaiian mission contains
38

were keenly aware of
travelers
several references showing that the
the previous missionary service of george Q cannon and joseph F
smith
the
elders mckay cannon and smith visited
wed feb 9
where the book of mormon
valley also the place
much famed lao vailey
was translated into hawaiian by pros G Q cannon they then
pros
cannon commenced
where
place
the
fahina
visited lahina
missionary labors
laier
lale 22 feb 1921 elder mckay
laie
in dedicating the mission home at laler
spoke at some length of his visiting throughout the islands and of
pros
had in going over the ground covered by pres
the happiness he had pros
george Q cannon
joseph F smith and
elder hugh J
cannon expressed the pleasure he had had in visiting the places
that were so dear to his father
now zealand mission manuscript history reports the
the new
events of the conference between 22 april 1921 when mckay and
cannon arrived until their departure but does not summarize their
speeches because graham H doxey the mission secretary took a
shorthand account on 30 sept 1921 the history reports
the
stenographic report of apostle david 0 mckays
xckayls speeches at hui tau
were put into printed or rather mimeographed form for use of the
elders and saints who were so interested in the wonderful sermons
no
elder graham H doxey wrote it up from his shorthand notes
transcripts appear however with the daily entries presumably
these transcripts appear in hist rec book F which is cited as
a source throughout this section of the manuscript history
veep
verp
howe
however
hove
veer book F is not part of the historical department archives
collection and the general minutes as catalogued show a gap from
about 1919 to 1954 mrs leone doxey of salt lake city widow of
graham H doxey kindly searched her husbands papers at my request
30 january 1990 and found no mimeographed mckay speeches dating
from this period then by coincidence almost a year later 1I saw
a reference in a manuscript
the kingdom and the reichs by F
douglas tobler citing a mckay speech in new zealand from this
period it turned out to be the missing mimeograph miscatalogued
as of 4 may 1990 under the name of the mission president george
shepherd taylor rather than with either the new zealand mission
records or under doxeys name
is possible that the mckay
it
register contains this reference but since the register is closed
to researchers it would be of no assistance in tracking down the
speech
the mimeograph does not include hugh J cannons speech
which obviously preceded david 0 Mc
mckays
Kays mckay said
my
was
not
afternoon session april 23 1921
it
intention to occupy any time this afternoon but 1I feel
constrained in the spirit to give you brethren and sisters
by heart
the heart petal referred to by brother cannon
petal 1I mean this there are side doors and direct doors
into ones heart sometimes we open the heart door just a
little so you can peek in sometimes we open it wide and said
5

11

11
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maig
1I feel like throwing the door open
mail
mall
mai
mat
mal haere aal
aai
haere mai
and giving you that testimony
he brother cannon referred to a spot that we visited on
where the natives told us president cannon
the island of maui cannon
here and chief napela who was one
father of brother
friend of
of the f irst to join the church the f irst true friend
george Q cannon converted several hundred people
the
natives told us that on one occasion theywe converted
were very
ninety nine out of one hundred people assembled
ninetynine
spot particularly brother cannon
desirous of visiting that spoto
and president wesley smith whose fathers had labored on that
as missionaries in their youth
island an
was a beautiful afternoon when we climbed that old
it
haleakalau the largest extinct
sic volcano in
extict
hillside of we
did not go very far but just at the base of
the world
stands an old meeting house and by the
that extinct volcano
of it a new structure built by the latter day saints
side
bid
ald
aid
recently we do not know whether we were on the spot but we
1I noticed a beautiful tree which
were near it at any rate
looked like our pepper tree the branches were bending over
1I felt
and it made a very pretty sight we stood under it
the spirit of the occasion and said brethren 1I want all of
us to engage in prayer let us render to god the gratitude of
our hearts for what he has done
tho thoughts
these were the
that prompted the feeling that we bow in prayer and
thanksgiving
there were there president cannon president smith
elder hurst of that conference and elder keola who was
laboring as a native elder and 1I we uncovered our heads and
1I was voice in prayer in extending gratitude for the blessings
we had received
when the prayer was ended david keola one of your
mabris
xaoris walked over to president
brethren referring to the maoris
smith and said something to him in his native language
president smith and david came back and brother smith told me
and we had our
this brother mckay while you weresawpraying
lna
two men ina
heads bowed brother keola said he
in a position
of handshaking and he was so surprised he said to himself
why have president cannon and brother hurst with heads
bowed
sic
we walked along in silence for a few moments and then 1I
said brother keola 1I dont know the full significance of
your vision but 1I do know that the veil between us and god
and the brethren on the other side was very thin
then brother cannon with tears in his eyes said there
was no veil
and the testimony of his vision is too sacred to
give but let me tell you my beloved brethren and sisters
his father george Q cannon and joseph PF smith nephew of
the prophet joseph who presided over this church as the
divinely authorized successor to the presidency of this
church let me tell you that they live and these men gave
Mormo nisa
which you
approval of the work now known as mormonism
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embraced
brethren and sister have and
may you know when wolves have
god keep you to it
youp
you even though they have sheeps clothing
entered in among your
amen
the wolves meant the two disturbers
the reference to re
organized church taylor 1921
who are members of the reorganized
335
5 parentheses in original

uncle jonathan royal bennett of holden utah was among
the missionaries present and his diary account of this conference
session though sketchy is moving
sic to us about his trip in the world
sic3
elder mckay talk sica
mission labor and about the elders coming out here leaving
every thing to come out into the world to preach the gospel
because we had a testimony of it and nearly everybody had
tears in their eyes in about one minute the maoris
laoris has sure
in love with him he has got the spirit of the lord with
fell
him and it does not take long to find it out that he was a man
elder cannon talked about in honolulu visiting
of god
cannons
nonIs
that mission they went up on a hill where elder Can
father had been and they prayed and they said the vail was
very thin between them and heaven bro cannon said in fact
then
thea and heaven
their was no vail between them
R
prsident mckay also related
britsch reports that prisident
lanier mew
mev
new zealand shortly after it happened
1986 538
this story in nev
he kindly attempted to reconstruct his new
note 4 to chapter 10
rfor
zealand sources gor
for me but his ef
f orts were thwarted by the
efforts
location of his research notes in orem utah while he himself was
byuhawaii
hawaii in laie at the time of the request
serving at BYU
6
for example when he was in his teens he worked on a
cowboy friends
cattle ranch north of soda springs idaho
introduced him to saloon and prostitutes chiding him for not
drinking or for taking advantage of the girls services
he
records when we went home late that night 1I do not know whether
my friends were disappointed or not but 1I felt wonderful and in
thinking of the experience of the day 1I could not help but marvel
through it all
at the calm and peaceful feeling 1I had experienced
that 1I had been in the presence of my mother 1958 6
itinseemed
poverty he had to sell his farm to accept this
addition to his povertyhe
mission and his concern for his daughter inez he also confesses
missionand
his
that being called to hawaii was quite a test to my faith
patriarchal blessing had told him he would go to the land of my
forefathers which did not seem to be possible he thought he
would be too old to learn hawaiian fluently and adds with
111
humility 1911
I had desires to be a good speaker and 1I could not see
any development for me if simple natives were to be my audience
he wrestled with his doubts about whether his call had been
inspired ali
but when he saw wesley smith
the way to hawaii
ail
all
waiting for him on the dock he recognized him as the man he had
my
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seen in a dream two years earlier engaged with him in missionary
year
a
before smith had been called
occurred
dream
had
work
this
know that some power other than
lowith
with this 1I knew
as mission president
to do with it 1948 10
elder
that of man was having something
know that he would be assigned to some island other than
hurst also knew
oahu before president smith made the assignments
complete
hursts
spent on maui reads

record of the two days that president
mckay
beds at three this morning
feb 8 1920 arose from our
ea on which pres smith elder mckay and
to meet the kilauea
Kilau
pros hugh J cannon arrived at kahului about fourfifteen
pres
fouc
four fifteen
returned to mission house at wailuku and had our breakfast
which a very good meeting was held for about four and
after
one half hours in answer to a question of bro mckays as to
what we considered the greatest need of the mission all were
united that a church high school was the greatest need after
the reports of the elders bro mckay said he was very strongly
impressed that the school was the big need of the mission and
stated that before many days passed by he would write a letter
reccommending
reccomaending
to the first presidency rec
commending sic one he also gave
other very valuable instructions to the elders after he had
closed he arose again and showed to us the peculiar
coincidence that it had been resolved to build a church school
at laie at a gathering of the elders
in the town where the
goo Q cannon and on
pros geo
book of mormon was translated by pres
the island where the powers of the lord had been shown to men
more than any other of the islands
at the close of the meeting elder mckay pros smith and
cannon elder keola and myself drove up to bro chas akos
akols at
Kapo
kapolaia
and ate dinner with them after dinner we drove out
laia
pres
pulehu where pros
preb geo Q cannon had his wonderful
to pulphu
experience in the conversion of so many of the natives and the
to join the church As we sat in the little ford in
first
house there pres smith related to us
front of the meeting
the story of how pres cannon in 1850 or 51 had delivered his
wonderful discourse in a little church which then stood on the
ground we were then on
at this meeting he appeared to be
standing in the air with a hallow sic of light around his
head
at the same time all but three of the over hundred
persons there present were transfigured before him bro hugh
J cannon being a son of pres cannon was very deeply effected
sic more so than any one 1I have ever saw before we then
alighted from the car and walked around the grounds at the
rear of the old church on the grounds now in the shade of an
old tree elder mckay said
brethren 1I feel impressed that
we should render our thanks to the lord f or the labors of this
great man and his co
laborer pres joseph F smith whose sons
colaborer
are represented here today
at this we bowed in humble
reverence in prayer to god and then 1I listened to one of the
grandest prayers it has ever been my privilege to listen to
test a fled
fled he saw a hand and arm
fied
tied
at its close elder keola testa
testafied
testified
7
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as in an attitude of shaking hands in speaking
extended to me
know
1
do
not
mckay
keola
said
bro
the
I
bro
of this later
1I know this that the
acance
signia
significance
signif
icance of the hand you saw butwas
very thin
bro
between us and the other world
veil
cannon then said there was no veil at all at which the
he as well as we
apostle cast a penetrating look at him for
behold a
seemed to be in doubt as to whether bro cannon had beheld
vision or not but no more was said at that time in closing
heig
hold
heid at wailuku tonight elder
held
his remarks in a general meeting helg
mckay made mention of this again and with tears in the eyes of
on the
shaping esic
sic
both men he turned to bro cannon and staping
my brother
you have been closer to your
shoulder said
you have ever been before
facher
rather today than company
father
with our visitors and three natives
feb 9 in
we elders all went up lao
iao valley as far as the needle point
which was a very pleasant trip bro mckay is a natural lover
of flowers and nice vegetation and his eyes feasted on these
things he was successful in getting some fifteen or more
kinds of flowers learning there names and as much of them as
he could from the elders and natives with him keeping same and
a description of each in his diary book
about two miles
above town bro mckay and party illegible in us in elder
where they took passage in the
reolas car for lahaina
we were asked to administer to a woman
Mana
keall for hilo
manakea
this afternoon who was and had been possessed with an evil
since she returned from the meeting the night before
spirit
we rebuked the same in the name of the lord and she was freed
from the power that had hold
held her though she was very weak
heid
A corroborating note about president mckays and brother
cannons interest in natural history comes from john Q adams
mission president in samoa who reported in the improvement era
they were both veritable sponges for absorbing every
25553
loose vestige of information and let a bird chirp melodiously in
the midst of an animated conversation and brother mckay instantly
was on the qui vive as to its name and characteristics and down
between brother
such items went in the plethoric memoranda
all
cannons shorthand and brother mckays long intuition nothing in
all samoa escaped

frederick william hursts entry on christmas day 1855
gives a good idea of his personality
p 45 dec 25 1855
waialua
koanu
christmas Wai
alua brother eoanu
waiakana
and 1I left Wai
akana about six oclock this morning when we
we walked
place
started we had no idea of reaching this some
about ten miles and then sat down and ate
cold potatoes
we had brought with us
presumably they had no salt since he
1I could not help
usually mentions it by a big spring
thinking how different they would spend christmas at home 1I
got into a sort of reverie and fancied 1I could see their happy
aceb around a table loaded with the good things of this
f aces
1I will say
world such as plum pudding roast beef etc
8S
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are traveling in the hot sun and on a rough
1I spent the day pleasantly thinking how much better off
1I now am than 1
I was before 1I became a member of the kingdom of
god not in the things of this world for 1I have only a suit
1I see my
their best days for
of clothes and they have seen my
1I am almost
coat sleeves
elbows begin to show through
barefoot 1I have an old pair of low shoes and every now and
offf and empty the sand out of them as
oft
then 1I have to take them of
the roads are very sandy and heavy 1I have no socks so 1I will
my feet especially
leave the reader to imagine the state of ay
1I had liked 1I
when 1I arrived at the end of my journey
if
could have made myself miserable but nol 1I put my trust in
the lord and he blessed me with a light heart occasionally
singing a hymn and conversing with brother keanu 1I do not
look for my reward in this life 1I look for it in the world to
my earnest desire is to get the language of this
come
people so 1I can declare the gospel of christ in its purity
no one can tell except by experience what
unto them
pleasure it is to stand up and bear testimony to the
truthfulness of this work in the hawaiian language 1I realize
already that it pays for all trouble of learning it
brother king was praying when 1I got to the house so 1I stood
outside until he finished although it was raining pretty hard
and had been for the last mile or so
with the rain and
my clothing
perspiration 1I was wet through and had to change ay
supperer
1I had traveled 15 hours and walked about 40 miles
1I supp
suppered
ered
p 45
on poi and hee squid
9
when frederick william hurst was released
df he went to
release
where he served another mission in the gold fields
and
ields
california
leids
met george Q cannon apparently for the first time appp 67
68
6768
he was apparently an effective
ective missionary I even in that rough
ef f active
we had
companys camp
hang town companys
environment he notes
a crowded house in the evening in fact there were numbers that
1I had got through
could not obtain seats in the city hall
after
speaking they clapped their hands and stomped their feet however
we got them quiet so as to dismiss the meeting
19 july 1857 p
79
mission was curtailed by the impending arrival of
this army
johnstons
in utah and he records the colorful rumors that
reached the missionaries in the gold fields
is reported that
it
the mormons have fought a battle with the USA troops brother
p 85 14 sept
brigham
brighaa
brighta himself killed six hundred etc
1857
when he was fortytwo
forty two and living in cache valley with his wife
and seven children he was called to serve a second mission this
77
with his brother charles clement
time in new zealand 1875
187577
year old daughter
eightyearold
hurst he responded promptly though his eight
died three days before he left and his wife had sixmonthold
six month old
twins to care for in addition to five older children he settled
on the outskirts of wellington to be near his mother who was by
his brother alfred was
then feeble and childish 29 june 1876
though
road

that

we
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1875
former friends shunned
decC 1875p
his
abusive and insulting 26 DO
1111
911
gil
IIII searcelyknow
isi
poor
scarcely know what to do he
was
extremely
him
he
and
himl
hin
hinl
everybody 1I used to be acquainted
eve 1875
wrote on christmas ever
with gives me the cold shoulder and at the same time 1I would not
he was isolated from the other elders
eldens
eidens a
change places with them
eldersa
soui and limited in his
soul
great sorrow to his gregarious souland
was a great relief when his
opportunities to study maori
it
brother joined him in june 1876 and they rented a small cottage
they made
where they paid the rent by chopping and selling wood
no progress on winning friends and converts
though not
we are very hard
discouragedde an entry during july sounds bleak
discourage
up sometimes we go a whole week without meat butter is a rarefy
we live mostly on oatmeal porridge and sop but we have sickened on
we have a great deal of dark rainy
oatmeal especially charley
stormy weather and the wind is almost continually blowing a
hurricane p 156 undated entry after july 24th 1876
they
spent the last six and a half months of their missions october 31
1876 9 may 1877 at kaiapai near christchurch
Christ church where there were
18769
several mormon families it was bliss to fred W to be near other
himself in his journal against light
saints and he cautions pp
85
mindedness 2 feb 1885 ap 184
he also records this amusing
18485
vignette a good revelation of his own resilient personality and
do
mmitment to the church
his commitment

sunday dec 3 1876
brother norris a local member
on the way 1I inadvertently said we
kapanui
papanui
and 1I walked to Pa
panui
had started so late 1I wouldnt have much time to black my
boots and get clean before meeting time he was horrified at
the idea and talked a long time to me about being so wicked
1I gave him to understand that we did not strain at a gnat and
swallow a camel
1I asked him what he would think if he was to call on
igham jr on sunday morning and directly he got to
brigham
bigham
brother br
the door hear him say here bub hang up and clean my boots
1I have only got so many minutes to get to meeting
his eyes bunged out and he replied 1 I should feel very
bad
1I told him if he ever vent
went to zion he would both hear and
see a great deal worse things than that that he must not
entertain the idea for one moment to find everybody perfect
for jesus said the wheat and tares grow together and the
best way to find zion was to be sure and take it along appp
75
174
17475

in light of the cruelty of his brother alfred it must have
been particularly warming in the spring of 1893 when fred W was
working as a painter on the salt lake temple to have this brother
appear to him one evening announce that he was dead but had been
attending mormon meetings in the spirit world and ask that his
temple work be done p 209
fred hurst served for many years as
stake sunday school superintendent in cache stake and also served
two stake missions after his return from new zealand p 209
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was
eighty four don and
smith
president
in
for his
another son julian bought some recording equipment
christmas present with the idea that he would record onsome of his
christmas
experiences
they set it up for him and tested it
tape contains this little conversation now
afternoon
test
the
popp
pop
god
he answered
what are you going to do with this
willing im going to the office in the morning and when 1I get
home im going to start on this project
he died of a heart
A smith 1989
attack that night
11
the deseret news announcement of E wesley smiths
appointment in the mission history 17 march 1919
notes his
mission and comments
like his father he became very
first
proficient in the hawaiian language and was among the first to
when he gave his first public address as
acquire the tongue
mission president on 29 june 1919 he showed that he had come to
to do what his father would want hi
do the best he could and try todo
him
hinm
to do for the hawaiian people
the mission history copied an
great regret is feib
by the
article from the deseret news
felt
telt
teit
e
lb
hawaiian people that their dearly beloved leader the late
president joseph F smith will not be with them at dedication
or during his three missions to the islands he became loved
time ftfor
and reverenced by all
his honest gentle fearless and
sympathetic characters drew the confidence respect and boundless
love of this naturally trusting people
and while the one they
dearly loved can not be with them they rejoice in having his son
E wesley smith as their president
also in journal history 11
oct 1919 p 9
mission history 11 oct 1919
heber J grants dedicatory prayer for the hawaiian temple
liahona 17 3 feb 1920 reprinted in the manuscript history of
we pray thee
the hawaiian mission 27 november 1919 petitioned
0 father to bless the son of thy beloved servant president joseph
F
smith E wesley smith who now presides over the hawaiian
mission may the missionary spirit be and abide with him may he
have that same splendid love for the people of this land which his
dear departed father possessed
record of the dedication also includes remarks by charles
the
W
nibley that referred to the dedication of the site by president
joseph F smith he being present on that occasion
with deep
emotion he expressed the sorrow that president smith had not lived
to attend this dedication but reminded the saints that the
hold was still here and now resting upon
authority which he heid
held
president grant
10

1970 when

elt

11

elder rudger clawson commented
what a privilege it is for president grant and his
brethren to be here also that sister sarah jennie jenne
cannon is here to represent her husband and president E
president E
wesley smith to represent his father
wesley smith said it was an honor to serve in the ministry in
expressed
this land and a privilege to represent his father upon
him in
his determination to realize the blessing involved
46

expressed his love for the
the dedicatory prayer
missionaries here and the people and hoped to be able to
he finished with remarks in the
accomplish a noble work
sarah jenne cannon who by the way was
native tongue
said it was
the first woman to speak at a temple dedication
a great day for her and that she rejoiced exceedingly
regret that
president heber
reber J grant expressed a keen come
president joseph F smith had not lived to
here and
dedicate this temple he read the hymn which he had read at
president smiths funeral commencing with the line thou dost
not weep to weep alone
he then read extracts from a letter
which he had written to the family after president smiths
death also read in full a dream that president smith had in
his early missionary experiences in these islands published
in the last number of the improvement era
president grant also commented on the excellent work being
done by the mission president elder wesley E smith sic
and by
his predecessor prest
brest samuel woolley and also spoke of the
reverence paid by the island church members to the memory of the
pres joseph F smith
report in liahona 6 jan 1920
late pros
copied in mission history 28 nov 1919
the feelings about president joseph F smith were so often and
so lovingly expressed during the dedication of the temple that it
would not be surprising had he manifested his presence during the
only to
dedication in some way in fact he did so but privately
privatelyonly
the elderly sister who had taken care of him wilford W king
mission clerk reported
ma Manu
manuhii
hii an elderly lady who took care of president
as a boy missionary in these
joseph F smith when he laboredas
iab
lab
labored
oredas
laboreds
islands was present at one of the dedicatorial services
being blind and unable to walk she had to be carried the
week following the dedication she was given the privilege of
going through the temple and receiving her own endowments
while in the
she had to be carried and helped all the way
temple she testified she had heard joseph F smith say aloha
love to you to her and it caused her to weep for joy the
next week she returned to her home in honolulu and shortly
took sick she called for president E wesley smith to
after
on his entering the room she sat up in bed
come and see her
and said anuhea
auhea ke keiki meaning where is the boy the son
pros joseph F smith
pros
pres smith took hold of her hand
of pres
she clasped it to her breast kissed it and wept
then she
1I am satisfied and
said in her own tongue it is enough
or
ready to go now
oc
she had been to the temple a thing ffor
which she had lived and she had now felt the hand of the son
of the man she loved so much and she was ready to return to
her maker she passed away the next morning 11 dec 1919
liahona 17271 copied into the manuscript mission history
58
under 11 december 1919 also cited in britsch 1986 156
15658
where he also identifies her as ma naoheakamalu
11
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speaking at the mission general conference at laie elder
president of
later
william W waddoups president of the temple and
As 1I was listening to president smith 1I was
the mission said
1I believe that his
thinking of his father the man you all love
has been stretched forth
bas
with us today and that his hand bag
spirit
is
pros
1
son
smith will
approve
believe
also
I
that
to
this his
1I
this conference
receive the spirit of the lord all during
know his father
he had a heart of a mother filled with love for
knew
p
356
of
mankind
conferences
record
all A most unusual spiritual experience
is reported in a
typescript account by an unidentified author catalogued in the
historical department archives as elias wesley smith msd5273

cain

wesley smith president of the hawaiian mission told me
the writer is unidentified on the 24 day of july 1948 in the
ethe
presence of my companions on the way down to fahina
lahina to attend
pres smith said that he was
the pioneer day celebration
quite discouraged regarding the work and progress of the
when he was ffirst
mission a few
his
ter
af
f ow months
arrival
after
appointed mission pres in 1918 correction in margin to 1919
As a result of feeling
when he was still just a young man
discouraged he went to the lord in earnest supplication to
give him strength and wisdom and courage to continue on with
just before the dedication of the
his work this was
shortly after his prayer sister
lale
laie temple he said that was
lais
smith had retired and he
sitting in their living room
reading when he heard the front door bang open and looked up
unusually isic
to see an unsually
sic tall man come through the door he
esic
was tall enough that he had to stoop to enter
sic his
esic
eyes were very protuberant and rather wild looking his
finger
fingernails
f
inger
nalis
nalls
nails were thick and long he presented a rather unkept
appearance and wore no clothing at all he said not a word
hands out
his
but advanced toward pres smith with
stretched
outstretched
pres smith said he was so
as though to clutch at him
frightened he couldnt speak but that he quickly got to his
hold his hand and arms up to protect himself from
held
feet and heid
up there
attack if possible and that as he flung his arms upp
suddenly appeared in his right hand a light which had the size
and appearance of a dagger and that a voice said to him
he said this gave him courage and
this is your priesthoodperson
in the name of the lord jesus
that he commanded the
christ to depart he said that immediately when the light
appeared the person stopped and on being commanded to leave
he backed out the door A moment or two later when he went to
the door to look out no trace of any one was to be seen
he told joseph F smith apostle joseph fielding smith
master
who identified the individual as possibly acain
cain
aln
ain
EC
ecain
whose curse it
mahan father of all sons of prediction sic
also
is to roam the earth seeking whom he may destroy he every
said that for a period just prior to the dedication of
E

10
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strif

9 and disquiet among the
strite
temple there has been excessive strife
sarif
people and that there is always unusual evidence of the spirit
sention sic
dissention
dissection
of the adversary working to cause dis
why did the vision come to brother kailimai rather than
12
had the most powerful emotional
to hugh J cannon who apparently
1I hypothesized that he
experience out of the five men present
might have had particularly close ties to either george Q cannon
1I
gil
111
III
or joseph F smith and D arthur haycock 1990 commented 911
brother
think brother kailimai knew both cannon and smith
kailimai would have been thirteen in 1885 when joseph pF smith
eight in december 1900
twentyeight
returned to hawaii for two years twenty
when president cannon returned for the jubilee of missionary work
forty three in 1915 when joseph F smith
in the islands and fortythree
week stay
however the mission history and
twoweek
returned for a two
other sources simply contain no evidence either confirming a
relationship or ruling one out A telephone conversation 5S may
daughter in law and
kahanu kailimai kailimai the daughterinlaw
1990 with abigail kahunu
niece of david keola kailimai shed no furster
furhter light she could
not recall hearing him mention knowing either of these two men in
the absence of further evidence the question must remain open but
the presumption seems to be that brother kailimai had no particular
ties with the two former missionaries

the notes of brother kailimais addresses kept in the
conference minutes
minutes give some insight into his personality and
values speaking at the annual conference of the mission at laie
in april 1915 he said that it was his constant prayer that he
might be able to return to zion to live he said let us put our
whips to our horses and our shoulders to the wheel and push
record book C microfilmed as LR 3695
2item 3
3695series
serles
series 11reel pitem
369sseries
A year later at the conference in april 1916 at laie
he said
year 1I went to bro woolley and told him 1I was
last
prepared to return to utah he said go back to your branch
1I
wait a while we dont know what changes will come soon
did that and 1I have tried to teach the saints there the word
of wisdom the law of tithing and the other laws of the
when 1I heard that the temple was to be built in
gospel
hawaii 1I rejoiced and from that time until today 1I have
raised my voice in encouraging the people to prepare
themselves for that great blessing 1I want to tell you what
MO to go to zion and return
perhaps some of you are
cost me
it
we can donate that money and the blessing
prepared to go
will be an eternal one if we spend this money the benefits
will go to others and not to us but if we put it in the
soo
500
temple we will receive the blessings it cost us about 500
for our trip to utah that does not include the money we
spent for food and other incidentals
when 1I left 1I had
1I returned in 1913 and
when 1I returned 1I had 3 left
1000
in two years 1I had enough money to go again the lord had
blessed me 1I was given work 1I returned home on sunday and
13

19
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at one time 1I owed 85 for
to work
seemed impossible to catch
tithing 1I tried to pay it but it
up
1I promised the lord that if he would help me 1I would pay
1I am thankful that the
an honest tithe from that time on
1I had not
has been given to us
gift of repentance
prayed f or the temple to be built here 1I had prayed that the
to receive the blessings
lord would help menowto go to zion
we
1I desire
to build a home here in hawaii
there
should be patient honest just kind loving and full of
06
10206
love and faith appp 102
similarly he said in the sunday
afternoon of the annual
mission conference on 9 april 1916 1 1I desire to go wherever 1I am
called to go 1I want to labor under the direction of those over
me
1I rejoice that we have
1I want to keep the laws of the gospel
been taught about tithing and about the word of wisdom and all
1I were called to
that we have heard in this conference
if
come here and break rock for the temple 1I would be glad to do
that record book C p 138
on thursday 1I went

brother kailimai hospitalized with
tuberculosis on the island of hawaii asked castle murphy for a
blessing saying that he knew for a certainty that if we would
to our great
administer to him
that he would recover
surprise keola left the hospital and attended the district
1963
he had faith to be healed and it was so
conference
42
43
As another example brother kailimai said that he and his
4243
family would accompany the murphy s to utah so they could be endowed
and sealed several months before president murphy was released
we were delighted for we had come to love this family
very very much
brother kailimai and 1I seemed to be
congenial spirits
frequently he would tell me what 1I was
thinking and 1I had the same gift regarding him and his
thinking
we were of course
when our letter of release came
1I
the only ones in hawaii who knew it had arrived
immediately boarded the train for honomu
honolu when 1I knew 1I would
find brother keola he was at that time supervising some
1I walked along the
road construction work near that place
road until 1I found him As 1I approached he began to cry 1I
asked the reason for his weeping
he
he said
kakela castle you have been released
knew an
as certainly as if 1I had told him
he immediately
when we
resigned from his fine job and sold his property
were prepared to depart for utah he and his wife kamaka and
us at the
their son david keola were prepared to accompany came
lyp they
to the
temporal
sacrifice of all they possessed temporally
mainland and entered the temple of the lord in salt lake city
and were sealed by the priesthood for time and all eternity
14

for

example

so
50

von are predicated on sacrifice
ven
heaven
the blessings of hea
what blessing must have been awaiting them when they passed
on
ont

39
138
13839

1963

162 records one version of this
britsch 1986 was
lanier
newly typed in about 1952 and
experience from pia cockett which
19soo version sounds as
included with some local histories this 1950s
ftp
apparently some time
taken down as cockett dictated itp
it
if it was
after 1936
15
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visit

pros david 0 mckay in 1921
of pres
pulphu
pulehu in pula maui is considered sacred and fertile
was there that the first seed of the gospel took
ground
it
root and the first baptism performed by george Q cannon and
his companion early in 1851 and there the first branch of the
hawaiian mission was organized in october 1851
issi
mckay will verify that the ground where
president david 0 mcray
was there in
pulehu chapel is situated is sacred
the pulphu
it
february 8 1921 david 0 mckay hugh J cannon E wesley
smithp
smith samuel hurst and a hawaiian elder
eider david kailimai
visited and after leaving the grounds david 0 mckay offeredwasa
word of prayer while he was praying the hawaiian elder
orm
orn of
privileged to see in a vision two hands clasped in the fforn
orm
greeting he thought cannon and hurst were shaking hands he
eye9 and saw they were apart he closed his eyes
opened his eyes
again and after the prayer he told what he had seen david 0
mckay said
the veil must have been thin and you have seen
through but hugh J cannon said there was no veil
the
above incident was told to us at a meeting at wailuku in the
1I was impressed and noted in my
evening and 1I was present
note book that those hands were the hands of geo Q cannon
and his son hugh J cannon and 1I was responsible f or
relating it to the missionaries in 1936 david 0 mckay came
again and after dinner at afoon kamahuohals
kamahuohas home 1I related
he
then david 0 mckay corrected me
the same incident
goo Q
said
those hands were the hands of the two fathers geo
cannon and joseph F smith in the presence of the two sons
hugh J cannon and E wesley smith ol 1I thanked him for the
11

01

correction
written by
J pia cockett
pia cocketts relevant journal entries read
april 6 1924
in conference at kalihi church which
began 4 april in honolulu
next meeting was very large 1663
luau was served
attendance gao
afternoon session had an
audience of 980
in this meeting a strange coincidence
occurred 1I was showing sister rena kealoha smith the record
pulphu when
of a vision received by elder D kailimai at pulehu
apostle D 0 mckay said that the veil must have been very
thin rena kealoha smith asked what a veil was 1I told her
sa
51
s1

was whatseparated
what separated sic us from the spirit world
wm
he then said
waddoups was speaking at the time
tine will come when the veil
what D 0 mckay told him that the time
we could be able to see through
will be so thin that
ap
pp 11
12
1112
substantiating what 1I told rena K smith
Wail uku present at sunday school
april 20 1924 at wailuku

that
pros

it

asked bro silva to
keola kailimai spoke at general meeting
and he refused because the system
officiate in the sacrament
of performance has been changed a little
28 1924
about 1130 our visitors arrived
july
pros
A w ivins R R lyman member of the quorum of twelve pres
eugene J neff antoine ivins vilate ivins balvia
falvia
ivins bae
we went to paia church and met the
sic williams
first
pulehu kula
makaweo and on to pulphu
then we drove up to makawao
saints
we rested at the church and talked about david 0 mckays
the wonderful manifestation in which
visit there andsawabout
hand shaking of which 1I have a record in my
david kailimai
went
vent to the pepper tree the spot
wevent
note book after wards we
devent
or sacred spot where the above manifestation happened and
took our picture
april 9 1933 conference at wailuku chapel annual
general meeting 1I spoke in hawaiian and related the vision
pulehu related by david 0 mckay on
of D keola kailimai in pulphu
feb 8 1921 where he saw the hand shaking in form of
greeting while david 0 mckay was praying keola thought it
was hugh cannon and elder hurst after the prayer he told his
vision to mckay and he said perhaps the veil was thin that he
had seen thru beyond the veil hugh cannon said there was no
goo Q cannon
elder
veil he must have seen his father geo
horsley read a letter from david 0 mckay in which he
commended the work of the sunday school in hawaii
he also
referred to the incidents happened in hawaii rather in maui on
memoria
nemoria
memoriable
memortable
bie
ble sic journey with hugh J cannon
that memorizable
april 25 1937
in the afternoon of this day the
council members kaaa ferreira kamauoha alo mahi enos
ourrant
currant
rant eason
matthias cockett ako kuamu the elders Our
dur
durrant
paaaina presidents francis
wallace beai
beat
beal brighton rollins paeaina
bailey and hilton robertson of the japanese mission met
pulehu and bore our testimony and 1I
under the pepper tree at pulphu
was reminded that it was on that sacred spot where 1I ffirst met
my life companion and it was there 1I was taught the gospel and
received the priesthood
was the same spot and sacred where in feb 8 1921
it
makay hugh J cannon pres E wesley smith
mckay
apostle david 0 maray
elder samuel H hurst and elder david kailimai met and david
mckay offered a word of prayer
david kailimai in a vision
orm of greeting
saw two hands shaking in torm
form
he thought hugh J
cannon and elder hurst were shaking hands he opened his eyes
they were apart after the prayer david kailimai told david
0 mckay what he had seen and was told that the veil was thin
and he had seen through but hugh J cannon said there was no
veil As david 0 mckay was relating this incident to us in
0.0
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wailuku 1I had recorded and noted that the
goo Q cannon and hugh J cannon
those of geo
veil his father was there and gave the glad

after david

hands seen were
an
As there was no
hand to his son

said that as
they came to these beautiful islands with magnificent scenery
seems the adversary was
and fine people he was depressed
it
1I
but today 1I am the happiest man
working against him
noted again because he has seen and shook the hand of his
goo
geo
Q
cannon he was the happiest man
father
goo Q cannon and
1I was always under the impression that geo
his son hugh J cannon shook hands whose hands were seen by
david kailimai
in 1936 when david 0 mckay visited us 1I related this
correct with the exception
incident and he said everything geo
is
of one thing and that it was goo Q cannon and joseph F
smith shaking hands and the hands were seen by david kailimai
1I was glad that the correction was made
in
the two fathers
goo
Q
presence of the two sons
joseph FP smith and geo
sonsjoseph
cannon fathers E wesley smith and hugh J cannon sons
meeting which we held is one we will never
this testimony
forget all of us felt something burning within us
go
good
a
to
place
to when we are depressed and to
is
it
commune with our god because it is a sacred spot
april 24 1943 chas kamauoha anderson sam alo sr
we then gathered on the
henry kaaa carlisle and walton
pulphu near the monument in a circle for a
chapel ground at pulehu
pia cockett thanked god for this gathering and
meeting
thanked the brethren for making it possible to come in a group
pros murphy and
like this as we had done in the past with pres
geo
Q
spot
a
bailey
hands
where
of
sacred
the
is
this
cannon and joseph F smith shaking in form of greeting were
seen by david kailimai he loved this place where he learned
much about the gospel and this is where he first met his wife
who was not then a member of the church
while he spoke he
continues with
could not keep the tears from his eyes
summaries of the others testimonies which also include their
witnesses that this was sacred ground
hugh cannon spoke
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mckay and

